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SUBJECT: OMAN MINISTRY OF INFORMATION OBTAINS AMERICAN PUBLIC 
RELATIONS ADVISOR 

1. OMAN GOVERNMENT HAS LONG BEEN UNHAPPY WITH TREATMENT 
THAT OMAN RECEIVES IN WESTERN PRESS. OMAN HAS BEEN GENER- 
ALLY IGNORED, AND WHATEVER NEWS ARISES IS USUALLY FOCUSED 
ON SULTAN’S LAVISH SPENDING, WAR IN DHOEAR, OR A PARTICULARLY 
JUICY SCANDAL. (TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF UNSATISFACTORY PRESS COMMENT 
WAS EDITORIAL IN WASHINGTON EVENING STAR COMMENTING ON SULTAN'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF END TO WAR IN DHOFAR.) UNDERSECRETARY ABDUL 
AZIZ ROWAS IN MININFO AND BRITISH ADVISOR ANTHONY ASHWORTH RE- 
CENTLY VISITED U.S. TO OBTAIN SERVICES OF GOOD PUBLIC RELATIONS 
MAN WHO COULD PROMOTE BETTER IMAGE OE OMAN. EMBASSY ASSISTED 
VISIT AND LINED UP SOME CONTACTS FOR ROWAS IN U.S. 

2. ROWAS WAS ABLE TO MEET BROAD SPECTRUM OF IMPORTANT 
AMERICAN OPINONMAKERS. IN NEW YORK HE SPENT CON- 
SIDERABLE TIME AT OFFICES OXENEWSWEEK, TIME, NEW 
YORK TIMES, FORTUNE, AND WALL STREET JOURNAL. IN 
WASHINGTON ROWAS MET WITH NUMBER OF USIA OFFICERS, 
ACADEMICIANS, AND OTHER OPINION-MAKERS. TRIP ESTAB- 
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INFLUENTIAL YOUNG OMANI OFFICIAL AND PROMINENT AMERICAN 
MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES. 

3. OMANGOV WAS SUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING AMERICAN 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

ADVISOR TO HANDLE OMANI PRESS RELATIONS. 

TILLMAN DURDIN, FORMERLY FAR EAST CORRESPONDENT FOR NEW 

YORK TIMES, HAS AGREED TO GIVE ADVICE TO MININFO AND 

TO ARRANGE BETTER 

MEDIA IMAGE OF OMAN BEHIND SCENES. 

DURDIN IS COMING TO OMAN ON APRIL 25, TO SIGN TWO-YEAR 
CONTRACT WITH OMANGOV. 

WOLLE 
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